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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claims 9 and 10 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

With respect to claim 9, in line 2, "the client computer" should be changed to -a client 
computer--. 

With respect to claim 10, in line 4, "the terminal server identifier data" should be 
changed to —the terminal server identifier--. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3, 7-8, 1 1-19, 22, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ansell et al (US Patent No. 6,151,631) in view of Gehani et al (US Patent No. 
5,946,687). Hereinafter, referred to as Ansell and Gehani. 

With respect to claims 1 and 16, Ansell discloses a method for data transfer between a 
host system (Fig. 1, server 150 and TR server 100), a database (Fig. 1, databases 1 10 and 1 14), 
and a terminal server (Fig. 1, computer 160 is considered as terminal server), the terminal server 
having a geographic location (col. 3, lines 17-24 and Fig. 1, the EP address of the client computer 
160 is used to retrieve information regarding the entity to which the IP address is allocated from 
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an allocation database. The allocation information includes contact information which is parsed 
to determine a geopolitical territory, e.g., a country, within which the client computer is located), 
the method comprising: 

receiving at a host system, a terminal server identifier from a terminal server having a 
geographic location (col. 5, lines 50-54, the inquiry includes an IP address of the computer 
whose geopolitical location is to be determined, e.g., IP address of computer 160); 

querying a database to obtain service data based on the terminal server identifier (Fig. 7, 
block 706, TR receives an inquiry from server and the content is sent with qualification); and 

automatically sending specific service data from the host system to the terminal server 
(Fig. 7, block 706). 

Ansell does not disclose that service data is associated with the geographic location of the 
terminal server. Gehani discloses that user can retrieve geographic information corresponding to 
addresses or other location identifiers previously stored in PIM databases (terminal servers' 
databases) without having to re-enter the identifiers in a separate geographic information 
program (col. 3, lines 54-58). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to send geographic information associated with geographic 
locations of terminal server in Ansell 's system, as suggested by Gehani, thereby providing an 
efficient and convenient system for retrieving desired information faster according to users 
needs. 

With respect to claims 2 and 17, Ansell discloses that wherein the database includes a 
first record that associates the terminal server identifier with the geographic location (Fig. 11, 
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IP ABC record 1 102), and querying the database includes determining the geographic location 
based on the terminal server identifier data fi-om the first record (col. 3, lines 17-24, the IP 
address of the client computer is used to retrieve information regarding the entity to which the IP 
address is allocated fi'om an allocation database which comprising a plurality of records as 
illustrated in Fig. 11. The allocation information includes contact information, which is parsed 
to determine a geopolitical territory, e.g., a country, within which the client computer is located). 

With respect to claim 3, Ansell discloses a system for providing digital products or 
contents according to the locations of IP addresses. Ansell does not disclose that the database 
includes a record that associates the geographic location with service data that is specific to the 
geographic location, and queyring the database further comprises determining the geographic 
location specific service data based on the determined geographic location. Gehani discloses that 
the PIM 12 is enabled to send an address or other location identifier directly to the GeoServer 20. 
The GeoServer 20 responds by delivering the requested geographic information to the PIM 12 
for display to the user. Herein, the geographic information is stored in database 22 as records 
(col. 3, lines 48-53 and Fig. 1). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to include a database having records containing 
geographic information corresponding to geographic locations in Ansell's system, as suggested 
by Gehani, thereby providing an efficient and convenient system for retrieving desired 
information faster according to users needs. 



Application/Control Number: 09/582,261 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2616 

With respect to claims 7, 18, and 24, Ansell discloses that wherein the terminal server 
identifier comprises a network address associated with the terminal server (col. 3, lines 17-24, 
the IP address of the client computer is used to retrieve information regarding the entity to which 
the IP address is allocated fi-om an allocation database). 

With respect to claims 8 and 19, Ansell discloses that wherein receiving the terminal 
server identifier further comprises receiving a data packet fi"om the terminal server, the data 
packet including the terminal server network address (col. 5, lines 50-54, the inquiry, which 
including a packet, includes an IP address of the computer whose geopolitical location is to be 
determined, e.g., IP address of computer 160). 

With respect to claims 1 1 and 15, Ansell discloses a host system (Fig. 1, server 150 and 
TR server 100) comprising: 

an interface to exchange data with a terminal server situated at a geographic location via 
a commimication link (Fig. 1, computer 160 connects to server 150 via a link); 

a processor (Fig. 1, TR query server 102) configured to receive the terminal server 
identifier firom the data interface, to query the database for specific service data associated with 
the terminal server identifier (Fig. 7, block 706, TR receives an inquiry firom server and the 
content is sent with qualification), and to send specific service data obtained by the query to the 
data interface for transmission to the terminal server (Fig. 7, block 716). 

Ansell does not disclose a database including a record associating a terminal server 
identifier with service data specific to a geographic location and wherein the service data is 
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geographic location specific service data. Gehani discloses that user can retrieve geographic 
information (geographic location specific service data) corresponding to addresses or other 
location identifiers previously stored in PM databases without having to re-enter the identifiers 
in a separate geographic information program (col. 3, lines 54-58). This implies that a database 
having a plurality of records must be maintained by the GeoServer 20, as illustrated in Fig. 1, 
and contained geographic information corresponding to the location identifiers. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include 
a database having a record associating geographic information to location identifiers in Ansell's 
system, as suggested by Gehani, thereby providing an efficient and convenient system for quick 
retrieval of desired information. 

With respect to claims 12 and 13, Ansell discloses that the terminal server identifier 
comprises a network address and/or an IP address associated with the terminal server and the 
interface includes packet processing circuitry to receive a data packet fi"om the terminal server 
and extract the terminal server identifier fi*om a header region of the data packet (col. 3, lines 17- 
24, the IP address of the client computer is used to retrieve information regarding the entity to 
which the IP address is allocated fi-om an allocation database. This implies that the address fi-om 
the header region of the received data packet extracted by a processing circuit). 

With respect to claim 14, Ansell discloses that wherein the database includes a disk 
storage medium comprising a plurality of records associating terminal server identifiers with 
geographic locations (Fig. 11). Ansell does not disclose wherein the database includes a disk 
storage medium comprising a plurality of records associating geographic locations with service 
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data. Gehani discloses that user can retrieve geographic information corresponding to addresses 
or other location identifiers previously stored in PIM databases without having to re-enter the 
identifiers in a separate geographic information program (col. 3, lines 54-58). This implies that a 
database having a plurality of records must be maintained by the GeoServer 20, as illustrated in 
Fig. 1, and contained service data corresponding to the location identifiers. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have a 
database comprising a plurality of records associating location identifiers with geographic 
information in Ansell's system, as suggested by Gehani, thereby providing an efficient and 
convenient system for quick retrieval of desired information. 

With respect to claim 22, Ansell discloses a method for data transfer between a host 
system (Fig. 1, server 150 and TR server 100), a database (Fig. 1, databases 1 10 and 1 14), and a 
terminal server (Fig. 1, client computer 160 is terminal server), the terminal server having a 
geographic location (col. 3, lines 17-24, the IP address of the client computer is used to retrieve 
information regarding the entity to which the IP address is allocated fi-om an allocation database. 
The allocation information includes contact information which is parsed to determine a 
geopolitical territory, e.g., a country, within which the client computer is located), the method 
comprising: 

receiving at a host system, terminal server identifier fi-om a terminal server having a 
geographic location (col. 5, lines 50-54, the inquiry includes an IP address of the computer 
whose geopolitical location is to be determined, e.g., IP address of computer 160); 

accessing, by the host system, the geographic location of the terminal server based on the 
terminal server identifier (col. 3, lines 17-24, the IP address of the client computer is used to 
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retrieve information regarding the entity to which the IP address is allocated from an allocation 
database. The allocation information includes contact information which is parsed to determine 
a geopolitical territory, e.g., a country, within which the client computer is located); 

maintaining, at the host system, specific service data (Fig. 1, server 150 contains digital 
products); 

querying, at the host system, a database to obtain service data based on the terminal 
server identifier (Fig. 7, block 706, TR receives an inquiry from server and the content is sent 
with qualification); and 

automatically sending specific service data from the host system to the terminal server 
(Fig. 7, block 716), wherein the host system is a single source for accessing the geographic 
location of the terminal server, maintaining geographic location specific service data, and . 
sending the geographic location specific service data to the terminal server (Fig. 1, server 150 
and TR server 100). 

Ansell does not disclose that service data is associated with the geographic location of the 
terminal server. Gehani discloses that user can retrieve geographic information corresponding to 
addresses or other location identifiers previously stored in PIM databases (terminal servers' 
databases) without having to re-enter the identifiers in a separate geographic information 
program (col. 3, lines 54-58). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to send geographic information associated with geographic 
locations of terminal server in Ansell' s system, as suggested by Gehani, thereby providing an 
efficient and convenient system for retrieving desired information faster according to users 
needs. 
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3. Claims 4-6, 9-10, 20-21 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ansell et al (US Patent No. 6,151,631) and Gehani et al (US Patent No. 5,946,687) fixrther 
in view of Reilly et al (US Pub 2002/0026349 Al). Hereinafter, referred to as Ansell, Gehani, 
and Reilly. 

With respect to claims 4-6 and 23, Ansell discloses a system for providing digital 
products according to authorized locations. Ansell does not disclose establishing a data 
connection between the terminal server and a client computer, wherein estabUshing a data 
connection is carried out prior to receiving terminal server identifier; receiving the geographic 
location specific service data at the terminal server; forwarding the geographic location specific 
service data fi*om the terminal server to the client computer; and wherein a data connection 
further comprises receiving a dial-up modem connection fi'om a client computer. Reilly 
discloses in Fig. 1 that the clients 102 connect to the information server 104 via Internet 
Interconnectivity, e.g., switches 119. Herein, switches are considered as terminal servers. 
Therefore, a connection must be established between the clients and the switches before sending 
any requests to the information server 104 and the switches will forward the received geographic 
information fi*om the information server 104 to the clients 102. Reilly fiirther discloses 
downloading two high resolution advertisement images having pixel sizes of say, 400x300 pixels 
each, even when using data compression, will typically take over two minutes when using 
conventional 14.4K baud modems (page 5, 67^*^ paragraph). It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to establish a data connection 
between the client and the switches and forward the received geographic information to the 
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clients by switches using dial-up modem connections in Ansell's system, as suggested by Reilly, 
thereby information can be forwarded to clients when clients are not directly connected to the 
information server. 

With respect to claims 9 and 20, Ansell discloses a system for providing digital products. 
Ansell does not disclose wherein the data packet includes request data received at the terminal 
server from a client computer, the request data identifying an information service. Reilly 
discloses that the router 270 (terminal server) receives a request for a service from client 
computer (Fig. 11). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to receive request data by the router from clients in Ansell's system, as 
suggested by Reilly, thereby information can be forwarded to information servers when clients 
are not directly connected to the information servers. 

With respect to claims 10 and 21, Ansell discloses that querying the database comprises 
querying based on the terminal server identifier and the request data; and the geographic location 
specific service data obtained by the query of the database is associated with both the terminal 
server identifier and with the service identified by the request data (Fig. 7, block 702, a content 
request is received at the server from a client. Herein, the content request is the request data. 
Further, in blocks 706, 710, and 714, the specific service data is obtained according to verified IP 
addresses and requested content). 
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Conclusion 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Simpson et al (US Patent No. 5,999,882) discloses method and system of providing 
weather information along a travel route. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anh-Vu H. Ly whose telephone number is 571-272-3175. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi Pham can be reached on 571-272-3179. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpubUshed 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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